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All programs we distribute should be robust against bad input files,
including stray nulls and other such things.  This doesn't necessarily
mean rejecting all possible bad input, but it does mean they shouldn't
crash.  A crash means it is a potential (though unlikely) attack vector
for bad guys.

I don't think this necessarily means never using scanf.  It does mean
avoiding anything where the input can be overrun, such as gets() (just
the common example, I know that is not being used here; I don't know
about mfgets).

This is not extractbb/dvipdfmx-specific.

Does that help/clarify/make sense?
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