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The first meeting of the Portuguese TEX
Users Group

João M. Lourenço, Joaquim Baptista

Abstract

The Portuguese TEX community held its first meet-
ing on September 4, 2025, in Évora, Portugal. Colo-
cated with INForum 2025 (www.inforum.pt), the
event gathered academics and professionals to dis-
cuss recent developments in LATEX, practical docu-
mentation workflows, design, typography, and the
use of AI tools in document preparation. This re-
port summarizes the program, participation, and
future outlook for the Portuguese TEX Users Group
(TUG-PT, www.tug.pt).

1 INForum 2025 keynote

More than sixty participants attended INForum 2025,
held at the Palácio de Dom Manuel in Évora. The
audience comprised professors, researchers, and stu-
dents, along with professionals from technical com-
munication and the IT industry.1

Javier Bezos (LATEX Team) delivered the open-
ing keynote, titled “Recent Developments in LATEX ”.
He outlined the transition from pdfLATEX to Lua-
LATEX as the preferred engine, the introduction of
LATEX3 hooks, and the adoption of UTF-8 and Uni-
code as defaults. A substantial part of his presenta-
tion focused on the Tagged PDF project, which aims
to produce accessible, PDF/UA-compliant documents.
He stressed that this initiative not only enhances ac-
cessibility for both human readers and automated
processing, but also safeguards the long-term sus-
tainability of LATEX in professional publishing.

Figure 1: Keynote talk by Javier Bezos.

1 Photos reproduced with explicit permission.

2 TUG-PT event

Fifteen enthusiasts attended the TUG-PT session
colocated with INForum 2025.

Paulo Ribeiro (NXLog) presented “Documen-
tation Toolchains for Agile Teams”. He explained
the roles of a technical communicator in the indus-
try, juggling the documentation of evolving products
with the maintenance of existing documentation and
writing more technical marketing materials, while
caring for the set of documentation as being a prod-
uct on itself. All this work is built on foundations:
knowledge of the domain and the target audience,
tools, processes, insights, and feedback loops.

He then introduced the docs-as-code approach,
where writers adopt the tools and processes of devel-
opers: source files on version control, automated tests
and builds, reviews, and issue tracking. He showed
how a small software company used the approach to
build a documentation production workflow entirely
with open-source tools and minimal staffing.

Finally, he compared the approach with the
LATEX community: the industry needs speed and
agility, while academia favors typographic rigor and
long-term stability. However, both share technical
principles: plain text with version control, decoupling
content from presentation, structured authoring, and
automation.

Figure 2: Documentation toolchains, Paulo Ribeiro.

José Areia (Polytechnic Institute of Leiria)
presented “Developing and Perfecting LATEX Tem-
plates: A Never-Ending Journey”. He shared his
enthusiasm for typography and elegant document de-
sign through his thesis template for the Polytechnic
Institute of Leiria. The template seeks to balance in-
stitutional requirements with aesthetics, accessibility,
and usability. Built with modern LATEX practices, it
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provides students with a high-quality, open-source so-
lution while demonstrating that academic templates
can be both compliant and visually refined.

Figure 3: Developing and perfecting LATEX templates,
José Areia.

João Paulo Barros (Polytechnic Inst. of Beja
and CTS) presented “The Unseen Support: Creating
a LATEX Template and Navigating Student Doubts”.
He described his pragmatic approach of combining
limited LATEX expertise with Large Language Models
(LLMs) to create a thesis template for Polytechnic
Institute of Beja. By using AI to assist with code
generation and debugging, he was able to produce a
functional and maintainable template with minimal
long-term support needs. His presentation illustrated
the potential of AI tools to lower the entry barrier
for new LATEX users and institutions.

Figure 4: Developing LATEX templates with AI,
João Paulo Barros.

The Q&A period after the presentations allowed
participants to share their motivations for attending.
Four template designers revealed that their initial
motivation was to scratch their own itch, either as a
gut response to poor typography or due to a lack of

any template at all. One question from the audience
triggered a debate on universal authoring technolo-
gies for multi-format publishing (PDF, EPUB, web).
The consensus favored pandoc as a versatile tool that
can convert text between authoring formats.

3 Sponsorship and outcomes

The Portuguese Computer Science Symposium IN-

Forum 2025 accepted sponsorship of the first TUG-PT

event as a side activity. Further sponsorship came
from the TEX Users Group (TUG), NOVA School
of Science and Technology (NOVA FCT), and the
Portuguese Association for Technical Communica-
tion (APCOMTEC). The organizers were João M.
Lourenço (NOVA FCT, NOVA LINCS, UNINOVA) and
Joaquim Baptista (Millennium bcp).

The meeting successfully established TUG-PT

as a platform for the national community, bring-
ing together academics, researchers, students, and
technical writers. Participants expressed interest in
attending future meetings, and agreed to contribute
tutorials and materials to the TUG-PT website.

In the future, the group aims to strengthen the
ties with international TUG activities, to organize
workshops for both beginners and advanced users,
and to develop open institutional templates that
emphasize accessibility and design.

4 Resources

• www.tug.pt

• www.tug.org

• github.com/joseareia/ipleiria-thesis

• www.overleaf.com/latex/templates/

formato-ipbeja/hndrwjkbwwsm

• docs.codacy.com

• pandoc.org

• www.inforum.pt

• www.fct.unl.pt/en

• apcomtec.org
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