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DANIEL DE SMET

2. The Intellects and the celestial spheres®®

al-Mubdi*
Creation (ibda )
al-mubda“ al-awwal The enveloping sphere
(The First Intellect) (al-muhit)
Emanation (inbi ‘ath)
al-munba “ath al-awwal The Sphere of the fixed stars
(The Second Intellect)
al-munba “ath al-thani The Sphere of Saturn
(The Third Intellect)
|
al-munba “ath al-thalith The Sphere of Jupiter
(The Fourth Intellect)
al-munba “ath al-rabi The Sphere of Mars
(The Fifth Intellect)
al-munba “ath al-khamis The Sphere of the Sun
(The Sixth Intellect)
al-munba “ath al-sadis The Sphere of Venus
(The Seventh Intellect)
al-munba “ath al-sabi’ The Sphere of Mercury
(The Eighth Intellect)
al-munba “ath al-thamin The Sphere of the Moon
(The Ninth Intellect)
al-"aql al-ashir L The Sphere of the sublunary world
(The Tenth Intellect)

Rahat al- “aql does not make clear the hierarchical rank of the potential Intellect which
proceeds from the first simultaneously with the second. Probably it is to be identi-
fied with the tenth Intellect, as it operates as the demiurge of our material, sublunary
world. Later Isma ili interpretations of Rahat al- “aql - for instance by the Yemenite
Tayyibi author Ibrahim b. al-Husayn al-Hamidi (d. 557/1162) in his Kitab Kanz al-
Walad - state that the potential Intellect was originally the third, but emanating si-

58. Al-Kirmani, Rahat al- ‘aql, p. 256.
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